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Subject: Urgent support and adequate funding for the common European data space for cultural heritage under the Digital Europe Programme Work Plan 2025 - 2027 


Dear Mr. Roberto Viola,

I am writing on behalf of (name of institution) to express my concerns regarding the proposed funding level for the common European data space for cultural heritage in the current draft of the Digital Europe Programme Work Plan 2025-2027, which is being finalised by the European Commission in cooperation with Member States.

The data space is pivotal for Europe’s cultural heritage sector, driving the digital transformation of institutions like the one I represent. It fosters accessibility and reuse of our cultural collections, enabling a broader European audience to discover and engage with our shared cultural assets. Additionally, it supports capacity building and networking among heritage institutions and professionals, promotes innovation, collaborative change, and the adoption of shared practices and standards that enhance interoperability and openness.

Adequate funding for the data space for cultural heritage within the 2025-2027 Work Plan is crucial for its long-term sustainability and impact. I therefore urge the European Commission to allocate sufficient investment to the only earmarked cultural project within the Digital Europe Programme. 

Investing in culture is investing in people. Besides enhancing social cohesion, wellbeing and democracy, the cultural sector is a vital economic engine in the EU. It employs 7.7 million people (3.8% of total employment) and enhances our innovation potential and competitiveness on the global stage. Given these substantial impacts, prioritising cultural investments within Digital Europe is paramount.

I trust the European Commission will consider the shared concerns of the heritage community and ensure adequate funding for the data space. This investment is crucial for realising our vision of a thriving, sustainable, and digitally equipped cultural heritage sector, enabling it to inspire citizens and serve as a valuable resource for our society and economy.

